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Welcome!

= Welcome to the Professional Development Workshop series for
Montgomery College Asian Language Faculty!
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Workshop 3 Friday 4/11
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Connecting Language and Culture from Day One: Effective
Approaches to Teaching Culture in Asian Language Classrooms

Sustaining Cultural Understanding: DEIAJ Strategies in the
Language Classroom

Promoting L2 learners' pragmatic agency: concept-based
language instruction (C-BLI) in Asian Language Classrooms



= Welcome to the first workshop session!

3:00-3:15pm
3:15-4:00pm
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4:10-4:55pm
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Welcome and Introductions

Lecture: Connecting Language and Culture from Day One
Questions, Discussions, and Next Steps
Language-specific Breakout Rooms

Summary and Conclusion



Introductions

A




Norms

= As a participant, these are the norms that | agree to uphold:

= Berespectful to ALL participants
= Have positive intent

= Actively participate in all activities

= After the workshop, we will share the slides with you via email.
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= The purpose of this workshop series is to explore the following topics:
= Activating prior knowledge
= Teaching language functions, structures, and vocabulary
" Promoting speaking and supporting oral proficiency

= Teaching cultures/intercultural communication, including to Novice learners
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Learning Outcomes for Today

= By the end of today’s workshop, you will be able to:

= Understand the importance of teaching culture in the language

classroom

= Learn about best practices for teaching culture in language classroom

= Discuss how to apply principles of teaching culture in your own

classrooms
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Introductions

e

=  Facilitator introductions:

= Elyssa Sun, Center for Applied Linguistics

= Liping Yu, University of Washington

= Dr. Sea Hee Choi, University of Washington
= Jung Hee Kim, University of Washington

= Dr. Rie Tsujihara, University of Washington

" Participant introductions:

= Tell us your name and your role/teaching context at Montgomery College.
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Importance of Culture in the
Language Classroom




Activate Prior Knowledge

= Why is it important to learn culture when learning a foreign

language?

= What effective ways are there to teach culture in a language

classroom?

= What role do authentic materials (e.g., movies, books, songs) play in

teaching culture?
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Defining Culture in Language Classrooms

* Through language learning, students gain a knowledge and

understanding of the cultures that use that language.

=  Students cannot truly master the language until they have also

mastered the cultural contexts in which the language occurs.
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Ways of Thinking about Culture

1. Surface culture (visible and explicit): The CUIturaI Iceberg

= Language, food, customs, art, music,

Language  polklor

Dress

and observable behaviors Easy to see

Fine arts

Literature

2. Shallow culture (invisible):

Holidays and festivals

Food
= Unspoken rules and social norms

Beliefs and assumptions
Famuly roles

3. Deep culture (invisible): Seltcancen
gli-concep

Relation to authority

= |mplicit beliefs and worldviews Core vahues

Biases  Body language
Mannare R = i -
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Different Aspects of Culture

" Products are the tangible or intangible creations of a particular

culture.

=  Practices are patterns of social interactions and behaviors.

= Perspectives are the philosophical perspectives, meanings,

attitudes, values, beliefs, ideas that underlie the cultural practices and

products of a society.
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Why We Teach Culture in the Language Classroom

" |t helps students develop the ability to interact effectively and
appropriately with people from other linguistic and cultural

backgrounds.

" |tis essential for establishing effective, positive relationships across

cultural boundaries, required in a global society.
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How to Teach Culture in the Language Classroom

= General principles and guidance on teaching culture:

" |ntegrate culture into language teaching and teaching culture in context

= Demonstrate culture through language functions, structures, and vocabulary

= Highlight the relationship between language and cultural practices/perspectives
= Make comparisons and connections within and between cultures

= Provide opportunities for observation, reflection, and interaction
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Integrating Culture into Language Teaching
and Teaching Culture in Context




The What and the Why

= Culture should be taught when it’s relevant to the aspect of the

language being taught.

" |ntegrating culture into language teaching enhances students’
understanding of both the language and the cultural context in

which it is used.
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The How (1/2)

= |essons should be immersive, interactive, and contextualized.
= Think about connections to unit and lesson themes and topics.

=  Use authentic materials, cultural celebrations, idioms,

comparisons, and technology.
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The How (2/2)

= Use characteristics of the language to attract students to elements of the culture:

/0 pronunciation \

e character

Language ‘ * vocabulary
teaching = ekl
* sentence
! text /
Language Mainly in language form,
classroom closely integrated with
\ | cultural elements
Culture
teaching ‘ * custom culture
e way of thinking
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Chinese Culture in IC

= Cultural items reflected in the textbook: "Integrated Chinese” (I1C)

IC Lesson | Language Functions | Related Culture
L1: {REF “Hello” » FIRWEEAFTIBR, « Greeting culture (B X1k, ITHBFANEL)
ASS/A TR
o “H»
7=
L2: IR JiE e NZABFEA e Culture of family members
“Family” e Superiority/Hierarchy in a family: 418 JF,
FELR
L7: 22 o “HREE  BRER" * Culture of modesty ([2 % 3l A % 3< B+ Ei3%#))
“Learning e KFUF! e Importance of family (B 3% FE BV )
Chinese”
L14: 134 H e ICHEHER e Birthday customs (34 H Y >J14)
“Birthdays” e R A AN e Culture of gift-giving (f+ 4 ZR A A REIX)
« fhEBIFELR, EI. < Culture of Zodiac (EHHAY L)
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Greetings (1/3)

>Ni hdo!
{REF e
>ninhdo e
> fRgf |
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Greetings (2/3)

Asking Names in a casual way:

* Nijiao shén.me ming.zi?

* RN t4a &BF?

* Wo jiao .
o F¢ N LN+FN,
®* Wo jiao Wang Péng.
e & 4 FEAB.
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Greetings (3/3)

Asking Names in a formal way:

® Qingwén, nin guixing
® 5, BE=M?

® Wo xing LN, ni.ne?

® Bt LN (RIE?

® Wo xing LN

® FCLELN.
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Contextualized Culture

Adj. Predicate

Ta gao bu gao? (Is he tall?)
Ta hén gao. (He is very tall)

Ta bu gao. (He is not tall) rich 1

handsome +

(fu, shuai, bai, mei)

meet + - ?

CENTER
FOR APPLIED 24
LINGUISTICS



Demonstrating Culture
through Language Functions,
Structures, and Vocabulary




The What and the Why

= Allows students to learn both linguistic and cultural perspectives

simultaneously.

" Helps students communicate effectively in real-life situations while

respecting cultural normes.
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= Research and brainstorm on connections between culture and
different aspects of the language.

= Use authentic resources and materials to demonstrate how different
aspects of the language appear in products/practices of the target
culture.

" Engage students in activities that allow them to apply their cultural
knowledge:
= Role-Playing
= Real-Life Scenarios
= Storytelling
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Structures

Target language structure: AFL=B 9

Activity about foreign words in Chinese (from English, French, Korean,

Japanese):
- 15521, WOME, 9hE, :Hﬂié ok, XE&E
~IE, #4x, T|EHR, T+, 5 TZE, X,

mxjxﬁi IR, EE}??H *1 TR¥E, k. DA
ME, e, B, BE i’iiﬂ

- TR 1B PN ? B RJPLAR 7
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Greetings

IC-1 Lesson 13 [o]E& “Asking for Elements of Culture
Directions” » How to address a person:
« BXIM: /B, TRT? EWILE? o E//N+Surname: (/hBH, EE,
- BEE BH, FEI, REEERM NI

BRI, AHEEAE. e Surname + position/title: FZIT,

TEE, REM, TR IER
* How to greet a person:
e What they justdid: TR 77
e What they are about to do: _FHFXL?
e What they are doing: &EEE
e Special circumstances: [&#%fg 757
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Culture through Numbers

= Culture reflected in numbers (IC-1 Lesson Three):

" Lucky number? Taboo numbers? Cursing numbers?

® Lucky numbers: 66, 888 (fafafa), 999 (long and long)

® 99 roses

YEEEE B
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Using Authentic Resources with Novice Learners

= Recommendations for Novice learners: #authres

{so easy, a novice could do it}

= Start with introductory, non-verbal processing tasks

IDENTIEY FOLLOW

"= Follow with more challenging processing tasks INTRODUCE RESPOND

DEVELOP LISTEN

= Introduce interpersonal and presentational tasks that students

DISCUSS PARTICIPATE

can accomplish to boost confidence

WATCH

HYPOTHESIZE

= Build toward tasks of increasing difficulty across the
CONTRIBUTE

communicative modes RE-TELL

= Anticipate and plan for language needed to comprehend and

discuss CUItural praCticeS’ prOdUCtS’ and perspeCtiveS Copyright © 2013 Martina Bex ® www.martinabex.com & The Comprehensible Classroom

Blouwolff, R. (2017). Going deep with novice learners: Retrieved from:

CENTER : ! O : .
< a L FOR APPLIED Reimagining a school unit with authentic resources. The https://comprehensibleclassroom.g,
LINGUIsTIcs Language Educator, 42-46. om/2013/11/09/see-you-at-actfl/



https://comprehensibleclassroom.com/2013/11/09/see-you-at-actfl/
https://comprehensibleclassroom.com/2013/11/09/see-you-at-actfl/

Highlighting the Relationship
between Language and Cultural
Practices/Perspectives




The What and the Why

" Language and cultural practices are deeply intertwined, with
linguistic expressions reflecting social values, traditions, and

worldviews.

= Understanding these cultural-linguistic connections helps learners
not only improve language skills but also navigate social interactions

effectively.

= Makes language learning more meaningful for students.
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= Highlight the cultural practices or perspectives whenever they are
relevant:

=  @Greetings etiquette and honorifics

=  Use idioms, proverbs, and metaphors

= Explore nonverbal communications

= Share historical and social influences on the language
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Example in Chinese: Practices of Gift-Giving

= |C-14 Birthday

=  The culture of gift-giving:

YD

KR ER R PN

e5de

PoR KR OB 1 B KRE IR

Jiu: 3B (wine) A (long lasting)

=  Ping: 38R (apple) L (safe)
= Ji: ¥5F (orange) TfE (luck)
= Li: B4 (pear) B8 (divorce)

=  Zhong: 1 (clock) £ (funeral)
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Example in Chinese: Use of Homophonic Words

" The culture of homophonic words

SUE isE Qi L - ; A
= . g W _ = ~ -.\\ , A A i) " s
CENTER R 4 A = 3 il
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Making Comparisons and
Connections within and
between Cultures




The What and the Why

= These comparisons and connections can be between cultures
(e.g., native culture and target culture) or within cultures (e.g.,

regional, generational, and social differences).

= Helps students develop intercultural competence and deepen

their understanding of both culture.
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= Use the 3P framework (i.e., Products, Practices, and Perspectives)

to guide comparisons and connections

= Use comparison charts

= Role-play and scenarios while noting cultural differences in

language use and etiquette

= Class discussions on students’ cultural observations and experience

with differences
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Example in Chinese: Comparing Dining Etiquette across Cultures

m Chinese Culture Western Culture

Chopsticks vs. Chopsticks; never leave them Fork and knife used for

upright in rice most meals

Elders and guests sit first, _ , ,
No strict seating rules in
most honored seat faces the
casual meals

door

: : . , Splitting the bill is
Paying the Bill Host often insists on paying
common
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Example in Chinese: Comparing Colors across Cultures

= |C-1 Lesson 9 Shopping
" The culture behind the colors
=  Salesperson: What color do you like, yellow or red?

= Colors considered auspicious by the Chinese:

= ZTHRfE---Pinkeye

= KEUIN-gray income (illegal income)

» B ELE-green food (healthy food)
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Providing Opportunities for
Observation, Reflection, and
Interaction




The What and the Why

= Develop students’ cultural awareness through observations and

reflections.

= Enhance students’ communication skills and allows them to

communicate appropriately and effectively in social settings.

" Engage critical thinking and empathy and prepare students for real-

world interactions.
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= (Observation: expose students to authentic cultural products and

practices

=  Reflection: encourage students to compare, analyze, and question

cultural perspectives

" |Interaction: provide hands-on experience with real-life engagement

with target culture
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Example in Chinese: Observe and Interact w/ Caligraphy

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRhx6WS-xlo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRhx6WS-xlo

Example in Chinese: Tones (1/5)

= Use the classics to practice the tones, and let students experience

the beauty of tones

First Tone Second Tone Third Tone Fourth Tone
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Example in Chinese: Tones (2/5)

= Let students observe and interact with the musical beauty of

Chinese through the four tones via:

= Hundreds of SurnamesBa 3<%k :

=  Tongue twister 5g[1<:

" Tang poetry and Song lyrics:

S

" E 1\_.l'7|<i§_| .
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Example in Chinese: Tones (3/5)

= Hundreds of Surnames B2 :

wil  rhéng wdng

ﬂ%ﬁ$ EEE e

iing  shén  hén

LRETD, %L
hERE, ﬂmﬁ%

I.d.l.'

AEFE, SHEE.
CAL = :



Example in Chinese: Tones (4/5)

A
22

= Tongue twister

nde bl lieg

o a ®
oA,
+ 5k, :
- PR R s R
=+ o %+ W,
BrAwt
Y R VI T B R
gt Fatwe,
Pakiad,
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Example in Chinese: Tones (5/5)

= Experience the rhythm and artistic conception of Chinese poetry:

e il l ' 1 | | - . [ = .I .-. ' I - _:_ = r % e o L0,
'ii "3 : - l ¢ 3 i e il - : -.:..'. . .-.:.' = T s ..:-:l.-'.....l ‘.: = .: rF T i
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Review, Q&A, and Discussion




Review

= Today, we talked about five general principles and guidance on teaching culture:

" |ntegrate culture into language teaching and teaching culture in context

= Demonstrate culture through language functions, structures, and vocabulary

= Highlight the relationship between language and cultural practices/perspectives
= Make comparisons and connections within and between cultures

= Provide opportunities for observation, reflection, and interaction
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Discussion: Activate Prior Knowledge

Please unmute and share out:
= Why is it important to learn culture when learning a foreign language?

=  What effective ways are there to teach culture in a language

classroom?

= What role do authentic materials (e.g., movies, books, songs) play in

teaching culture?
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" For the next hour, we will enter the corresponding language-specific
breakout room and discuss with the UW professor(s).

" @Guiding questions:
= How are you teaching culture in your classroom now?
=  Which authentic materials have you used? How did they work out?

=  What was a particularly successful lesson plan that you had where you were
able to integrate culture in language teaching?

=  Have you led activities such as study abroad, virtual exchanges, or cultural
immersion? If yes, was it helpful in strengthening students’ linguistic and
cultural competencies?

=  What are the challenges you have experienced when connecting language
and culture in your classroom?
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Conclusion

A




" |n this workshop, you learned about:
= the importance of teaching culture in the language classroom
= best practices for teaching culture in language classroom

= discussed ways to apply principles of teach culture in your own classrooms
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Next Workshop

= We will meet on Friday, March 7th at 3-5 PM (Eastern Time) for our

second workshop session!

= Title: Sustaining Cultural Understanding: DEIAJ Strategies in the

Language Classroom
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Contact Us

Email:

Telephone: 202-362-0700

Twitter: @CAL _Linguistics

Instagram: @LanguageApplied

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CALLinguistics

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-applied-linguistics/

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/CenterforAppliedLinguistics


mailto:wsun@cal.org

Culture in vocabulary: categories vs individuals

N A, BA. BA
- M. BN, A, BT
. W %, BEwL, i
Bk BEER. BER. K//NEK Ul k. B &2

EOBE. 5. BE -y ZEuh, RS, ANiHuh
. UE. BiE. %iE - FLORF, HFE NF
——

x. HhR3x, FxX, EHIX
. B HiE, B, B,
. KEL BHE . A, KAC, M4k, FEAX

CENTER
FOR APPLIED 60
LINGUISTICS

|||




Chinese vocabulary with vivid images and strong sense of picture

e specific description. tofiresb: A L[], *kbEfE FHIFHESESEAN
® ITdioms and proverbs: It is difficult for people to communicate with

each other. ﬂ—%lﬁ&'—%l#, S(Tfﬁllﬁéié,

FOR APPLIED
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Example in Chinese: Teaching Characters through Games

" Play word puzzle games with students:

« WEFAWL () © (8] FM—EBHT AT
. gl () N
© ¥AEE (B

«+ —A—0O (&)

- BTRAR—=S [A]

= SROEREX [&
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