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Breakout Room Activity 1: Instructions

▪ Review the C-BLI study for Japanese in the following slides and discuss:

▪ What do you notice about:

▪ the C-BLI instructional design in this study?

▪ the SCOBAs in this study?

▪ the tasks in this study?

▪ How might these work in your own context? What might be challenging?

▪ What do you think will be most helpful when developing your own C-BLI unit?
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Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 

Masuda, K., Ohta, A. S., & Tsujihara, R. (2025). Concept-based language instruction: 
Usage-based linguistics and sociocultural theory in teaching Japanese. Taylor & Francis.
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Do you want to highlight:
• Politeness?
• Humbleness?
• Deference?
• Care?

Shift in Point of View

Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 
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Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 
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Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 

Complementing

Expressions of pleasure

Person

Expressing an acknowledgement that the hearer 
experienced inconvenience

Mentioning use of the benefit in the future

Surprise/admirationsPositive 
feeling

Recognition of 
imposition

Elaborating 
gratitude Recognition of 

benefits

Mentioning that the outcome would not have realized without the act of the 
hearer  

Promising reciprocation

Mentioning that you have no words to describe your gratitude

Mentioning that the hearer’s act was beyond expectation

Expressing an acknowledgement that the hearer brought a 
benefit

いやー、うわー

うれしいな、感激です

さすが、おとうさん！

Action/object とてもきれいです

これ大変だったでしょう

気を遣わなくても良かったのに

おかげで間に合ったよ

ぜひ参考にさせて頂きます。

XXちゃんいなかったら間に合わなかったよ

近々ご飯おごるから

なんていうか、なんとお礼を申し上げたら

Strategies Examples

Re-thanking
Re-thanking as a conversation opener

Mentioning previous favor

先日はどうも

昨日もらったケーキ、すっごくおいしかった。
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Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 
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Japanese: Expressing Gratitude in Japanese (Tsujihara, 2023 & 2025) 
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Breakout Room Activity 2: Discussion Questions

▪ How would you like to focus more on pragmatics in your classroom? 

▪ What kind of pragmatic competence do students need to develop in your classroom? 

▪ How do you think you can promote your students' L2 agency in the classroom?

▪ How have you or other Japanese instructors assessed students' pragmatic competence?
▪ Would you like to change how it’s assessed? Why or why not? 
▪ If so, how would you modify it to also consider students' L2 agency?

▪ What challenges have you faced in promoting L2 agency, and how have you addressed them?
 
▪ What is your perspective on using English as a mediational tool in your classroom?

▪ How can you prepare students to navigate challenges in global contexts through C-BLI?
▪ How might C-BLI help develop the pragmatic agency needed to engage in international settings?
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